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So much for freedom of speech: Press TV cut off...again
By Yuram Abdullah Weiler
2019-12-12

For the fifth time since 2009, Press TV has been cut off from its broadcast channel on YouTube
by owner Google. Also affected by the unannounced stoppage is Press TV’s Spanish language
affiliate, Hispan TV. In aterse message, Google informed Press TV that its “Google Account
was disabled and can’t be restored because it was used in a way that violates Google’s policies,”1

Earlier in April 2019, an abrupt cutoff was initiated by the Israeli entity after Hispan TV
published a report on how Palestinian prisoners were being used for medical experimentation.
The article in question, “Israel usa a presos palestinos para nuevos ensayos médicos™ (Israel
uses Palestinian prisoners for new medical trials), was posted on Hispan’s website on April 3,
2019, making it unlikely that this article alone was behind the current termination of service. The
act of censorship by Google was, however, roughly coincident with Washington’s designation of
the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) as a foreign terrorist organization.

The source of the April 3" article was the head of the Arab Citizens Monitoring Committee in
the occupied territories, Muhamad Baraka, whose statements were posted on the Palestinian
website, Arab 48." “There are reports that the Health Ministry [of Israel] has licensed several
international companies to perform medical tests on Palestinian and Arab prisoners in Israeli jails
without their knowledge,” Baraka was quoted as having said, and called upon international rights
groups to bring the Israeli regime to the International Court of Justice (ICJ) for its crimes against
the Palestinians.”

Predictably, the Zionist press characterizes Hispan TV as “anti-Israel,” which nowadays is
routinely equated with anti-Semitism.® Given the overwhelming influence the Israel lobby
enjoys in Washington, and that the U.S. views Latin America as its exclusive domain, concern
over Hispan TV’s growing influence, with over 270,000 subscribers to its YouTube channel in
the region,” is the most probable reason for the latest disruption.

The Islamic Republic of Iran has faced censorship on multiple fronts, not just from Google. In
March, just before the action by Google, Facebook removed over 500 pages, groups and
accounts that were allegedly linked to networks in Iran and operating in various locations in the
Middle East. The violation deserving of censorship, according to Facebook’s head of
cybersecurity, Nathaniel Gleicher, was that these pages “routinely amplified Iranian state
narratives, targeting Israel, the United States, and Saudi Arabia, especially for their roles in the
Middle East,” and “often shared articles from websites which reproduced, verbatim, content
from Iranian state or state-allied outlets, such as Press V.S

Two months prior to the above purge, Facebook had claimed to have discovered “coordinated
inauthentic behavior targeting people across the world” emanating from Iran. Although the
meaning of the phrase “inauthentic behavior™ is not clear, reference was made to the “anti-
Zionist press” in the U.K. and its anti-Israeli rhetoric, which supposedly had been on the rise
since Jeremy Corbin took the lead of the Labour party. Corbin has been criticized harshly by the
pro-Zionist media simply for having hosted programs on Press TV and expressing support for
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Palestinians.'® Previously, Corbin had been vilified for attending a 2014 memorial ceremony for
Palestinians who were killed in the 1985 Israeli airstrike on the PLO headquarters in Tunis. '

The most recent act of censorship committed by Facebook cybersecurity czar Gleicher for the
nebulous crime of “inauthentic behavior” took place on October 21, 2019, when three separate
networks of Facebook and Instagram accounts, pages and groups, claimed to have been linked to
Iran, were taken down. “All of these operations created networks of accounts to mislead others
about who they were and what they were doing,” Gleicher wrote.'”

However, based on the samples of content posted on these accounts, the objection most probably
had originated in Tel Aviv. For example, one of the purged posts stated: “What Israel is doing to
Palestinians is the textbook definition of terrorism. What Saudi Arabia is doing to Yemen is the
textbook definition of genocide. And the role the United States is playing is the textbook
definition of being the biggest sponsor of terrorism on earth.” Another post read, “The IDF
openly admits that it is now targeting populated civilian areas in Gaza ‘so residents feel the price
of the escalation and demand explanations from Hamas.” You cannot make this stuff up.”"?

The above actions by Facebook’s Gleicher are overt censorship. There is no “inauthentic
behavior” about the posts, as can be seen by reading a 2019 Human Rights Watch report, which
confirms that Israeli forces have targeted civilians protesting for Palestinian rights. “Officers
repeatedly fired on protesters who posed no imminent threat to life,” the report reads, “pursuant
to expansive open-fire orders from senior officials that contravene international human rights law
standards.”* When it comes to posting the truth about Zionist atrocities, the censors
immediately spring into action.

Following the censorship trail leads to a company called FireEye, a cybersecurity firm founded
by Pakistani billionaire Ashar Aziz in 2004, headquartered in Milpitas, California and operating
in 23 countries around the world."> Aziz, who worked for Sun Microsystems in the areas of
cryptography, networking, network security and data center virtualization, invented a unique
approach to deal with threats from highly stealth self-propagating malware for the U.S.
Department of Defense.'® CIA investment front firm In-Q-Tel announced a strategic partnership
agreement with FireEye in 2009 under terms which were not disclosed."’

In 2010 FireEye expanded into the Middle East and appears to be concentrating on malware
threats to the United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, Egypt and others. '8 But this expansion by the
firm may have been simply a cover for spying on Iran on behalf of the DoD, CIA and Mossad.
In a recent report on a “suspected Iranian influence operation,” FireEye noted that they had
observed “inauthentic social media personas ... heavily promoting Quds Day, a holiday
established by Iran in 1979 to express support for Palestinians and opposition to Israel.” FireEye
predictably suspected that these “inauthentic news sites and social media account clusters™ were
linked to “Iranian actors.”"’

A report by FireEye concluded that the activity observed was intended “to promote Iranian
political interests, including anti-Saudi, anti-Israeli, and pro-Palestinian themes, as well as to
promote support for specific U.S. policies favorable to Iran, such as the U.S.-Iran nuclear deal
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(JCPOA).” Additionally, U.S.-based activity included “significant anti-Trump messaging and the
alignment of social media personas with an American liberal identity.”*

And it was FireEye that provided the tip to Gleicher about the accounts that exhibited the alleged
“inauthentic behavior” on Facebook. “Based on a tip shared by FireEye, a US cybersecurity
firm,” he explained, “we conducted an internal investigation into suspected Iran-linked
coordinated inauthentic behavior and identified this activity.”*' Likewise, FireEye was behind
the tipoff to Google in August of 2018 that led the tech giant to wipe out 58 You Tube and other
accounts reportedly linked to the Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB). “We’re grateful
to FireEye for identifying some suspicious Google accounts,” the firm said in a statement.?

While Google and Facebook zealously purge the accounts of factual sources on Islam, Iran or
Palestinians like Press TV and Hispan TV, both of the tech giants appear to be platforms for
Islamophobia. Over ninety percent of Islamophobic content on Facebook reported by one

. . .3 . . . .
monitoring group remains,”” and Google searches for information on Islam or sharia often yield
anti-Muslim hate groups among the top results.”* The principle of freedom of speech would
appear to be upheld more rigorously for Islamophobes and Iranophobes than for Muslims.
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